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Walla Walla Regional Shoreline Master Program Updates 
Regional Working Group 

March 2, 2015 
Meeting Summary 

 
Location: Training Room, Walla Walla County Public Health and Legislative Building, 314 West 

Main, 2nd floor, Walla Walla, WA  
 

Regional Working Group 
Attendees: Mike Buckley – Property Owner  

Sheryl Cox – Property Owner 
  Mark Grandstaff – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  

Randy Hinchliffe – City of Waitsburg Planning Commission, alternate  
Larry Hooker – Walla Walla County Conservation District  
Bruce McCaw – Walla Walla County Planning Commission 

  Don Schwerin – Citizens for Good Governance 
  Jaime Short – Washington State Department of Ecology 
   
Absent:  Larry Bayman – City of Walla Walla Planning Commission 

Brian Burns – Tri-State Steelheaders 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation [Vacant] 
Greater Walla Walla Chamber of Commerce [Vacant] 
Jim Kuntz – Port of Walla Walla 
Steve Martin – Snake River Recovery Board 
Jacob McCann – Department of Natural Resources 
Brent Potts – City of Prescott Planning Commission  
Mark Wagoner – Gardena Irrigation District 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources [Vacant] 

 
Regional Shoreline Master Program Update Project Management Team: 
  Bill Stalzer – Project Team Leader 

Elizabeth Chamberlain – Director, City of Walla Walla Development Services 
Department 

 
Consultants: Dan Nickel – The Watershed Company 
 
County Staff:  Lauren Prentice – Walla Walla County Community Development Department 
  Blake Nass – Walla Walla County Community Development Department 
 
One member of the general public was in attendances 
 
The meeting started at 3:28 p.m. 
 
Bill Stalzer opened the meeting for public comment; no comments were submitted. 
 
Bill Stalzer opened the discussion with the announcement that this is the last meeting before the 
document will be reviewed in its entirety.  In all future meetings members will have the entire 
document available as we review environment designations at the next meeting and revisit previous 
topics at the remaining March and April meetings. 
 
Dan Nickel brought to the group’s attention that the most current form of the draft and its revisions 
will be available throughout the review by the regional working group and posted online.   
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He said it would be helpful from this point on if members could email to Bill any comments or a 
need for clarifications prior to meetings. Dan presented the details of the new material beginning 
with the Introduction (Chapter 1 of the draft SMP).  He emphasized that it is primarily SMP 
explanatory language.   
 
Dan then led members in a discussion of Definitions (Chapter 2) which he said are basically the 
standard topics and terms from WAC 173-26.  Bill Stalzer and Dan pointed out that certain 
definitions may not coincide with everyone’s preferences but they are drawn from the RCW and the 
WAC. 
 
Dan Nickel then proceeded to lead the discussion of vegetation conservation.  A primary focus of 
the discussion was based on invasive species mitigation.  Several members expressed concern 
over the requirements of mitigation strategies for invasive species.  Acceptable methods of 
mitigating invasive species were discussed and the consensus was that they needed to include a 
wider variety of options.  Mr. Nickel emphasized that this section of the draft SMP is focused on the 
conservation rather than preservation of vegetation.  Additionally, at the request of several 
members, an adjustment in the minimum buffer vegetation planting mortality rate was noted, and 
Dan responded that he would continue to explore options. 
 
Dan Nickel led the members in a discussion of the Chapter 6 topics left over from the previous 
meeting:  fill and excavation, institutional uses, residential development, and signs.  Members 
pointed out the following items. 

 Development in floodplains should be discouraged.  Final recommendations may need 
further discussion. 

 Where will there be public access to water?  Developments of a certain number of parcels 
will incorporate water access available to the public.  It was suggested that the Spokane 
County SMP might contain useful information.  

 Policy for signage: should emphasize location, size and visual compatibility 
 

Dan Nickel and Bill Stalzer then discussed the availability of the online Google Earth maps for the 
entire length of all of the SMP jurisdictional waters.  Dan presented ways in which members could 
access different features of the maps, including the proposed SMP environment designations along 
each of the jurisdictional waters.  He encouraged members to go online and use the maps to review 
proposed shoreline environmental designations in light of current uses, designation criteria, and 
zoning.   
 
Mr. Stalzer opened the meeting up for public comment; no comments were submitted.   
 
Mr. Stalzer adjourned the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 


